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CRF has awarded $1.65 million in grants for cancer 

research to 52 Israeli scientists for the 2006/2007 

academic year.  These awards bring the total number of 

grants funded by ICRF 

since its inception 

in 1975 to 1,578 and 

their total value to 

$33.09 million.

 P r o f e s s o r s 

Avram Hershko and 

Aaron Ciechanover 

of the Technion 

he ICRF-LA annual fundraising dinner was 

held at the Beverly Hills Hotel on December 

7 t h . Over 300 supporters paid tribute to four 

distinguished honorees, and raised funds for cancer 

research in Israel.
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Drs. Hershko & Ciechanover 
Israel�s 2004 Nobel Laureates

Dr. Yoav Henis, Honoree, and Mrs. Henis, Dr. Lee Rosen, 
Honoree and Dr. Elaine Rosen, Mike Burstyn, Master of 

Ceremonies, Ruth and Michel Steinberger, Honorees
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 ICRF has a proven track record of choosing cancer research projects that 

have yielded breakthroughs in the understanding of and treatment for cancer.   

1
 The founders of ICRF recognized that:

2

3A strong basic research program is one of the pillars of a vibrant economy.  

Funding the individual cancer research project of a scientist forwards that 

researcher�s career, strengthens the institution in which the scientist is 

working, and provides an underlying dynamic to Israel�s economy.

Israel has the world�s greatest concentration of international scientists and 

physicians, but insuf� cient funds to sponsor their research projects.

Israel�s uniquely de� ned ethnic groups make it easier for scientists to study 

the genetic factors that can lead to cancers.  

 The Israel Cancer Research Fund is 

the only voluntary organization in 

the United States whose sole mis-

sion is to support the individual 

cancer research projects of the 

most promising scientists in Israel.

 Our Mission

wenty four years ago, Dr. 

Ciechanover, who was a 

graduate student at MIT, wanted to 

return to Israel to continue his research 

and studies, but he needed funding. 

ICRF awarded Dr. Ciechanover a three 

year Research Career Development 

Award enabling him to return to Israel 

and establish his own lab. Without the 

support of ICRF, Israel would likely 

have lost his talent and potential. 

�ICRF seeded my scienti� c trip,� Dr. 

Ciechanover notes. �My research is a 

product of ICRF.�

 In 1975, ICRF was founded in 

response to some of the best Israeli 

researchers leaving Israel for lack 

of opportunity. The most poignant 

example of ICRF�s success is one of 

Israel�s most noted scientists.

Nobel Laureate 
Credits ICRF

�My research is a 
product of ICRF� 

 www.icr� a.org �  Tel: (323) 651-1200  � Email:  email@icr� a.org

T

Dr. Aaron Ciechanover
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n November 6, 2006 

the Jerusalem Post 

reported that insuf� cient 

funding by the Israeli 

government has resulted 

in severe 

cutbacks in 

funding by 

the Israel 

S c i e n c e 

Foundation 

(ISF), despite 

a rise in the 

number of 

applications, particularly 

from young scientists.

 The ISF announced that 

the initial research budget 

was to have allocated $86 

million for the coming year, 

but budgetary constraints 

required budget cuts of over 

$20 million.

 The Jerusalem Post report 

noted that an unprecedented 

number of over 1,100 new 

applicants were presented 

to the ISF 

this year but 

only 372 

new grants 

were funded.   

�This is very 

bad news 

for Israeli 

scientists ,� 

comments ICRF Inter-

national Chairman Dr. 

Yasir Hirshaut.  �For ICRF, 

this will mean a dramatic 

increase in the number of 

applications.We hope that 

our donors will help us 

fund many more grants.�

Israel Govt. Funding is Cut 
While Applications Increase

hemotherapy drugs, given intravenously, 

are the mainstay of the � ght against 

cancer.  But sometimes these drugs result in 

a complete cure, 

while other times 

they can be nearly 

ineffective.  How 

can some of those 

failures be turned 

into successes?

 A team of 

scientists at 

the Weizmann 

Institute, headed by ICRF funded Professor 

Hadassa Degani has developed a non-invasive, 

MRI based method for predicting proper drug 

therapy. The bloodstream carries chemotherapy 

drugs to where they are needed in the body. 

However, in some cancers, the tumor inhibits 

the absorption of the drugs. The method that 

Hadassa Degani

ICRF-Funded Scientist 
Develops A Method For
Predicting Drug Therapy

�Israel government 

funding for scientists 

is cut by one-third, 

while increase in 

grant applications is 

unprecedented.�

O
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continued on page 7
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Each giving opportunity can carry the name
or names of those loved ones you designate.

Please remember ICRF
when planning your wills and trusts.

Honor A Loved One
  With a Gift to ICRF

Thank you for your support of ICRF, the single largest

source of private funds for cancer research in Israel.
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nly recently have Israeli 

leaders acknowledged the 

brain-drain crisis that has resulted 

from years of budget cutbacks. This 

�silent� crisis has reached the highest 

echelons of scienti� c research and 

higher education. 

The higher the level 

of education, the 

higher the percentage 

leaving Israel. For 

every Israeli scientist 

working in Israel, 

there is one working 

overseas. It is now the case that at 

least half of university graduates, 

who start post doctoral studies in the 

U. S., end up staying there. 

 Moshe Kave, President of Ben 

Gurion University has commented, 

�There is nothing worse than the 

escape of brains for the higher 

education establishment. This is as if 

you would have told 

me that one of every 

two pilots trained 

in the IDF were 

now � ying planes of 

foreign armies��

 ICRF was 

created 30 years 

ago, to address just such a crisis in 

basic science and cancer research. 

As a result of budget cutbacks by the 

government, 

ICRF grants 

have become 

one of the 

most important sources of funding 

outside of the diminishing support 

provided by universities and the 

Israel Science Foundation.

 ICRF  has the infrastructure, 

the prestige and reputation among 

the Israeli scienti� c community and 

the track record of �investing� in 

the best and brightest young minds 

� scientists and researchers who 

are the foundation of Israel�s future 

medical research community. 

Israel’s Greatest 
Natural Resource 

At Risk

There Is A Gender Difference
In Lung Cancer

ung cancer acts differently in 

women than it does in men. 

Ask women what cancer they worry 

most about, and surveys show that 

breast cancer consistently tops the 

list. Yet, lung cancer will claim more 

than 162,000 lives this year, 72,000 of 

them women.  That is more women 

than die from breast, ovarian, uterine 

and cervical cancers combined.

 Women tend to get different 

kinds of lung cancer than men.  

Some research suggests that women 

may absorb more cancer-causing 

chemicals from cigarettes and 

contract the disease though they 

smoke less.  Even among people who 

never smoked, more women than 

men are found to have lung cancer.

�There is 
nothing worse 

than the escape 
of brains �

O
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ill Robbins, Chairman 

of ICRF-LA announced 

at the December 7th Annual 

Dinner that the chapter 

received the largest gift in 

its history - over $1 million 

from the estate of Elizabeth 

and Jacob Tamari. Elizabeth 

Tamari, a founding Board 

member of the LA chapter, 

was a long time supporter of 

ICRF and an avid believer 

in medical and scienti� c 

research.

ICRF Los AngelesReceives 
Largest Gift In Its History

Over $1,000,000 Donated

ast spring, The New York Times 

reported that �The system that assigns 

cells their various 

identities is a 

central mystery, 

one that takes 

place at the 

earliest moments 

of life when the all-

purpose cells of the 

early embryo are 

directed to follow 

different fates.�  Several ICRF-funded scientists 

are studying this mystery of development and 

its connection to cancer.

 Dr. Offer Gerlitz of Hebrew Univeristy/

Hadassah Medical School, a new recipient of an 

ICRF project grant for 2006-2007, is researching 

the signaling pathway that plays a crucial role 

in directing cell fate during development.  

Offer Gerlitz 
           & Talia Volk

ICRF-Funded Scientists 
Study the Fate of Cells 
During Development

Barry Rosenbloom, M.D. To
Speak On Cancer Breakthroughs

 CRF organizes Partners 

in Research forums 

several times a year for the 

non-scienti� c lay community 

who can meet and participate 

in programs with expert 

scientists and physicians.  

Speakers discuss new 

breakthroughs and  provoke 

lively discussions with open 

question and answer sessions. 

Join us for this unique chance 

to unite you with eminent 

researchers and physicians.

 Dr. Rosenbloom will be 

speaking on March 21 

about recent 

breakthroughs in cancer 

treatment and targeted 

therapies.

B
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Dr. Offer Gerlitz

continued on page 7
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Dr. Barry Rosenbloom 
PIR speaker, March 21
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ICRF Awards $1.65 Million

Institute of Technology and Professor 

Howard Cedar of Hebrew University/

Hadassah Medical School led the 

list of ICRF awardees this year.  All 

three are recipients of the Israel Prize, 

Israel�s highest civilian honor.  Each is 

a recipient of an ICRF Professorships 

and is receiving an annual grant of 

$50,000 for seven consecutive years.

 Not as well known as Drs. Hersh-

ko and Ciechanover, Professor Ce-

dar is considered by many to be one 

of the next Israelis 

in line for a Nobel. 

For many years an 

ICRF funded sci-

entist, he is con-

ducting pioneering  

research in a meta-

bolic process that turns genes on 

and off.  His � ndings shed new light 

on understanding how embryos de-

velop and for deciphering the genetic 

defects that lead to cancer.

 Another recipient this year, Dr. 

Yuval Dor of Hebrew University, is 

receiving a Research Development 

Award for pancreatic cancer research. 

This type of award provides $35,000 

annually for three consecutive years.

 Dr. Eli Canaani of the Weizmann 

Institute, is receiving an ICRF 

Project Grant of $30,000 per year for 

two years for his studies of the ALL-

1 gene, which is directly involved in 

treating acute leukemia, particularly 

in infants. A long-time ICRF funded 

scientist, Dr. 

Canaani�s work 

contributed to the 

development of 

Gleevec, the � rst 

drug to directly 

target cancer cells 

and which is now being used in 

the treatment of leukemia.

 Dr. Alberto Gabizon, of the 

Hebrew University and Chairman 

of the Oncology Institute at Shaare 

Zedek Medical Center has noted 

that ICRF�s support of more than 

50 research laboratories in Israel is 

�very signi� cant in our small country, 

where funding available for medical 

research is very limited.� 

 Each year, ICRF�s Scienti� c 

Review Panel, comprised of 36 

eminent physicians and cancer 

researchers from across the U.S. and 

Canada, select the grant recipients 

through a rigorous peer review 

process similar to that used by the 

U.S. National Institutes of Health. 

Those selected represent Israel�s 

most prominent and promising 

scientists who conduct their research 

at the country�s leading medical 

institutions. 

ICRF On The Rise!
We will be moving our of� ces up 3 
� oors to suite # 648. Scheduled for early 
March, the new of� ces will have room 
for meetings, volunteers to work, and 
will save us almost $20,000 a year!

2006 Tax Receipts Mailed
If you have not received your 2006 tax 
receipt, please contact Lynn Addotta at 
(323) 651-1200.

besity makes ovarian cancer 

more deadly, a new study 

reports.  Obese women with advanced 

ovarian cancer have a shorter time 

to reoccurrence and a shorter overall 

survival time than women of ideal 

weight. Researchers now believe that 

while obesity does not increase the risk 

of cancer, it does affect the chance of 

survival when a person developes it.

y

ed w

Did You Know ?
Obesity Makes Cancer Deadlier

continued from page 1

O

Brad Tabach-Bank & Dr. Yuval Dor, 
pictured at a reception Nov. 9, 

which was hosted by Tabach-Bank
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Professor Degani�s team developed can measure, with 

a non-invasive MRI scan, whether chemotherapy can 

be effective with certain tumors.  Professor Degani�s 

new scanning method has the potential to signi� cantly 

increase the success rate of chemotherapy.

 Professor Degani�s earlier ICRF grant, �Breast 

Cancer Response to Hormonal Therapy by MRI,� 

ultimately led to her patent in 2003 of a technique that 

uses MRI scanners to enable doctors to distinguish 

between malignant tumors and benign lumps by 

scanning instead of performing biopsies.  This method 

is starting to gain acceptance worldwide and led to 

these latest � ndings on using MRI to predict success 

of chemotherapy.

Inappropriate activation of this pathway is implicated 

in a variety of cancers, including breast and colon.  

 Dr. Talia Volk of the Weizmann Institute of 

Science received a two-year ICRF project grant to 

study the delicate balance between cell division and 

development into 

different tissue types.   

Dr. Volk found that 

when there is 

interference between 

the process of cell 

division and cell 

d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n , 

cancer-ous cells can 

result.

Scientist in Focus
Dr. Hadassa Degani

Scientists in Focus
Drs. Gerlitz & Volk

continued from page 3

continued from page 5

Did You Know ?
Death Rates from

Cancer Are Declining

or the U.S. population as a whole, death rates declined 

for 11 of the 15 most common forms of cancer in men 

and 10 of the 15 most common malignancies in women. Death 

rates for most forms of cancer have continued to decline despite 

a surprising and inexplicable rise in the incidence of thyroid 

cancer in women.  

F

Dr. Talia Volk
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 The evening was MC�d 

by renowned performer, 

Mike Burstyn, who shared 

his personal story as a cancer 

survivor. Highlights included 

Rabbi Edward Feinstein, 

Dr. Lee Rosen, recipient 

of the Irwin M. Weinstein 

Excellence in Medicine 

Award, Ruth and Michel 

Steinberger, recipients of the 

Humanitarian Award,  Dr. 

Benjamin Bonavida, ICRF 

President, Dr. Yoav Henis 

of Tel Aviv University, 

recipient of the Cancer 

Research Award, Dr. Barry 

Rosenbloom, ICRF past 

president, and grateful 

patient Toni Leib. 

Quest For A Cure Dinner
continued from page 1

Avram Hershko, Israel’s 2004 Nobel Laureate 

whose work led to the development of the cancer 

drug Velcade, will be visiting LA for 2 days on behalf 

of ICRF. Plans are underway for a series of special 

events for ICRF supporters and the Community.

 June 3 & 4
ICRF Welcomes

Nobel Laureate Avram Hershko
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ISIONS, the Next Generation 

of ICRF, held its 6th Annual 

Monte Carlo Night on October 7, 

2006 at the Petersen Automotive 

Museum. There were over 300 young 

professionals in attendance enjoying 

the dancing, prize drawings, food, 

drinks, very extensive silent auction, 

and casino gaming tables. Highlights 

of the evening included honoring 

chiropractor, Dr. Walker Ozar with 

the �Visionary of the Year Award� 

and a performance by comedian 

Robert Schimmel, star of the HBO 

comedy special, �Unprotected�. This 

night helped fund another fellowship 

on behalf of VISIONS! Visionary 

of the Year 2005, Jill Ullman feels, 

�it�s extremely ful� lling to know that 

all of our hard work has brought us 

closer to � nding a cure.� She goes 

on to say that �it�s really exciting 

how much we�ve grown over the past 

seven years, and of course, we always 

welcome anyone who�s interested to 

get involved as plans for this year�s 

event are already under way.�

Monte Carlo Night Rocks!!

Dr. Walker Ozar, Honoree
 and Robert Schimmel, comedian

Jill Ullman and Michael Rosenmayer, 
Visions Board members

V
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Events

Women of Action Luncheon
Mark Your Calendars for June 13, 2007

ark your cal-

endars, this 

year�s Women of Action 

luncheon is being held 

on June 13, 2007 at the 

Beverly Hills Hotel.  ICRF recently 

announced the keynote speaker is 

Joyce Chernick and the honorees will 

include Dr. Julie Dunhill, partner at 

Tower Hematology Oncology Medical 

Group and Caroline Shrednick, 

owner of Tranquility 

Respite Care. The 

remaining honorees are 

to be announced in the 

near future.

  The Women of 

Action award honors individuals 

who have made a difference through 

their achievements, leadership and 

dedication to both business and 

public service, bringing the very best 

standards of life to our society.

 They excel in their � elds of 

endeavor, representing a strong 

sense of their chosen professions and 

an equally strong compassion for 

humanitarian causes, distinguishing 

themselves as charitable and 

benevolent people, including their 

support of cancer research and the 

ultimate goal of the Israel Cancer 

Research Fund...... a 

cure. 

“The Women of
Action award honors 
individuals who have 
made a difference...”M
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